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1. “Frump highlights IP, trade, drug prices in speech to.congress

L TS0 _ __

6 Feb 2019, Intellectual Property Watch - President Donald Trump gave hth‘eUSﬂCQr_lgress a

rosy, nationalistic presentation of the condition of the US economy and security last niéﬁt and - - _

amid the range of issues raised, mentioned intellectual property twice in the context of trade,
and extensively discussed lowering drug prices. Read more

Related articles
— Fact Checking Trump-s Drug Pricing Claims in State of the Union

- Remarks by President Trump in State of the Union Address
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2. Somkid presses Commerce Ministry on CPTPP

9 Feb 2019, Bangkok Post - Despite the fast-approaching end to its term, the government has
vowed to apply for membership in the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), a newly formed bloc of 11 Pacific Rim nations excluding the
United States. Read more
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http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/02/06/trump-highlights-ip-trade-drug-prices-speech-congress/
https://healthgap.org/3143-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-state-union-address-2/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/02/06/trump-highlights-ip-trade-drug-prices-speech-congress/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/news/1626170/somkid-presses-commerce-ministry-on-cptpp.
https://www.tnamcot.com/view/1Y-L4tO

Development Goals e

12 Feb 2019, WTO - Speaking at a conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 12 February 2018,
entitled <The First FAO/WHO/AU International Food Safety Conference», Director-General
Roberto Azevédo highlighted that food safety «is a central element of public health~. He noted
that the WTOs rules, such as the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement and the Trade

Facilitation Agreement, play a key role in ensuring food is traded safely and called on the
international community to harness new technologies and information tools to support food
safety and the achievement of the SDGs. Read more
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4. Malaysia still under pressure to make Hepatitis C medicine more
expensive
13 Feb 2019, Intellectual Property Watch - The government of Malaysia continues to face

pressure from the United States pharmaceutical industry and potentially the US government
to undo an action taken to make a key hepatitis C medicine more affordable in the country.

Now Meédecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF, Doctors Without Borders) has weighed in to defend the
government's right to use a patent flexibility in global trade law that allows them to take such
actions on behalf of their citizens. Read more
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https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dgra_12feb19_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dgra_12feb19_e.htm
http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/02/13/malaysia-still-pressure-make-hepatitis-c-medicine-expensive/
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5. US presses pork imports

20 Feb2019, Bangkok Post - The US is repeating its call for Thailand to allow imports of US

pork and that foreign workers be allowed to set up labour unions here in order to protect
workers' rights. (...) Thailand has banned the use of ractopamine, a feed additive commonly

used by US pork producers to enhance animals' muscle leanness and growth rates, in the
swine industry for more than 15 years. Read more
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6. EU measures in support of generic pharmaceuticals producers

20 Feb2019, European Council & Council of the European Union-The EU is adopting new
rules which should boost the competitiveness of EU producers of generic medicines and
biosimilar products. Member states' ambassadors meeting today in Coreper endorsed a deal
reached on 14 February with the European Parliament on a draft regulation which introduces
an exception to the protection granted to an original medicine by a supplementary protection
certificate (SPC) for export purposes andor for stockpiling. Read more
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http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/02/13/malaysia-still-pressure-make-hepatitis-c-medicine-expensive/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/news/1631846/us-presses-pork-imports.
https://www.thaipost.net/main/detail/29537
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/02/20/eu-measures-in-support-of-generic-pharmaceuticals-producers/
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7. ASEAN and Japan to ink revamped economic pact in March
Deal will open up Southeast Asia’s investment and service industries

25 Feb2019, Nikkei Asian Review - Japan and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations are

finalizing updates to their economic partnership agreement to resolve shelved issues on
liberalizing the investment and service fields, completing a deal that took effect over a decade
ago. Read more at https./asia nikkei.com/Economy/ASEAN-and-Japan-to-ink-revamped-

economic-pact-in-March
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8. Brexit to harm UK's cherished health service, experts say

26 Feb2019, Reuters -A British exit from the EU without a deal would have «an immediate
and drastic’ impact on availability of medicines and vaccines as well as affecting health
system funding and staffing, experts warned on Monday.

Although a no-deal Brexit was the worst scenario, even a negotiated divorce from the
European Union would also damage the National Health Service (NHS), the experts said in a
review published in The Lancet journal. Read more

Publication above-referenced

- How will Brexit affect health services in the UK? An updated evaluation
Fahy N, Hervey T, Greer S, et al. The Lancet. 2019.
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/02/20/eu-measures-in-support-of-generic-pharmaceuticals-producers/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/02/20/eu-measures-in-support-of-generic-pharmaceuticals-producers/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/ASEAN-and-Japan-to-ink-revamped-economic-pact-in-March
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/ASEAN-and-Japan-to-ink-revamped-economic-pact-in-March
https://www.thebangkokinsight.com/108859/
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-brexit-health-nhs/brexit-to-harm-uks-cherished-health-service-experts-say-idUSKCN1QE2OV
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30425-8/fulltext
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ITH Announcement

ITH Scholarships

The ITH Programme is providing a number of scholarships for capacity building to interested
applicants, eg. to give a presentation at a conference, attend a workshop related to

international trade and health both in Thailand and abroad.
Please contact chaaim@ihpp.thaigov.net for more information.
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WHLUMSHAIIANEAMATUNIATENINUTENALAZEYAIM (International Trade and Health Program - ITH)
uaumwamswmmuiamaa‘umWivaUivmﬂ (International Health Pollcy Program - IHPP)
‘U‘L! 3 E’J’]ﬂ'ﬁﬂaQWﬁﬂ ‘U’e)EJ?I’]ﬁ’ﬁﬂJEj"U 6 ﬂi”%i?ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂiﬂdﬁl’ﬂ . G]’J’]‘Ll‘lm B. LlIE’N . uqus 11000
Ministry of Public Health, Tiwanon Rd. Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand
Tel: +66(0) 2590-2382 Fax. +66(0) 2590-2385 Email: ith_news@ihpp.thaigov.net
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International Health Policy Program (HPP)is a leading institute

in Health Policy and System Research for evidenced-based policy making



https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-brexit-health-nhs/brexit-to-harm-uks-cherished-health-service-experts-say-idUSKCN1QE2OV
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